Pregnancy and liver disease.
Liver disease has an impact on women's health during pregnancy because of the complex interactions between the physiologic changes induced by pregnancy and the pathophysiologic changes of liver disease. In particular, liver diseases that predominantly afflict females, such as primary biliary cirrhosis and autoimmune hepatitis, pose a special problem for conception and management of pregnancy. Pregnancy, moreover, specifically is associated with several potentially life-threatening liver diseases. This article reviews comprehensively the impact of liver diseases on pregnancy and of pregnancy on liver function and liver disease.